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Atirsha [rdian commnity celbvates 150t Berth Annavensary of Makates Ganidhd nash grest enthioidem and rosanal spunt — AL photas by SRI Phesegrophy.

Atlanta c(lllllllllllll! celebrated 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi

By Rav R, Posanct
Atlants, GA: Atlants  community
joined in large mumber in the celehra
tians of Mahatma Gandhi's 150:h
birth  anniversary  hosted by the
Gandli Foundaztion of USA (GFUSA)
and Indian Consulace, Southeast in
Atlanta that was held on Ocober 2,
150th Berth Ansiversary of Mahatma
Gandhi was celebraced in chree pars,
One in the morning at ennsulate, the
second ar The Gandhi same located
in Dr. Martin Lmther King jr,
Iistorical  site  in down  town,

Al and the rommenmon cele
bration  of Gandhi  at  Knowles
Conlerence Ceoncer, College of law,
Georgia state University, Pujya Swami
Adhyatmaanda hom Tndia who s not
only a sunch Leliever and follower of
Maharma Gandin's principles but also
experienced the touch of Bapuji
whose grandparens were companions
of Mahatma Gandhi in Dandi march;
Isaac Farmis |r. nephew of (v, Marzin
Luther Ring [r:
Rulkarni, Canwl Gener
r\l.].uu A graveed the Gandhi Jayvanc cel
o aril aliared i wisdom
Tlu celebnations incbuded all eeligion
|reavers, paying tich Boral tribuces and
garlanding with oacural Dowers at
pewly installed Gandhi buit and at
Gandhi samue in King Cemer. Peace
walk from Gandhi statue to Kings
crypis, singing of Gandhi's favarite
bhajans, patriocic songs and a unigae
theatrical presenzanion = Gandhi o
Mahazma™ by Dhoop Chanan, [lindi
theatre group, Atlanta

In the simple and solemn Ranetion
that was held in the moming at
Consulate, Dr. Swath Kullormi, €G1
Allants, Pujyas Swami Adhyaumananda
Ji the chief guest of 160k Birth
Anniversary celebrations of Mahatma
Gandhi in Atlanta and representatives
of various community organizations
paid rich foral mbutes i praverfal
moad o the “facher of the nation”™ at
the newly unveiled bust of Mahatma
Ganddhi in fron: of she eonsulace prem
ises. For the Las: few years the whole
workd olserves Ot..nlll
Gandhu’s  birthday : also
International Day o NonViclence,
the ideal thay Gamdhi fought For
throughout Lis life.

In the evening, dignitaries and com-
munizy members of diverse culures
gathered sround » life-siee bronze
stame of Gandhiji at Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.. Iissorical sice. Guest
[ honors Pajya Swami Adbyatma-
nanda Ji, Dr Swas Rulkarmi, CGI

and T Swati
ol ol Toelia in

not only as

Atlanza, Isnar Farris Jr. garlanded the
statue with fesh Rowes garlands fol
lowed by the peace walk in silence @
Kings Cryp:s by the com ity. Then
the gathering moved 1o the commem
oration of Gandhi tat was held a:
Enowles Conference Center, College
of law, Georgia sate University,

In four-hour long program  at
Knowles Conference Center, College
of law, Georgia state Univenicy,
Revered Ssamiji condiwted all reli
gion prayer and addressed the gather-
ing. e said “We need Gandhiji, not
orly in Todia lae around the globe
Unformumately, we ame bnsing the values
amil value based educations. With
Truth and Non-violence supported by
loyalky toswands the wation and backed
by a sincere prayer only, we can live
the life of peace and in Tonlay
there is also a Happy Birthday of Shri
Lal Bahadur Shasm, Shri Nelson
Mandela. Martin Lacher King (Jn),
they all lived for tie nation o1 com-
mumity, If we need peare, harmeny,
love, no-hace, ponviolence, . then we

Ihi.. Now and Fsrever
hlvess, Tsaae Farmis |r. nephew
of Dr. King and past President and
CEQ of the ¥ Cenier said “the
Arlanta Indian Amencan commnumly
and the King Center working together
for many years 1o pay homage and
to the great Mahatma. This
is especially apprepriate  because
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Lucher
king v are the neim grants ol non vie
lent likeration i the modern era of
lowran exiscence. 1z was the mmethod of
non-violent resistance  pioneered by
the Mahatma and adopted by Martin
Luther King jr tha: aslormed
America into a true human democra-
oy. As oy uncle said on one vecasion
“India’s Gandhi was the guiding ligh:
of aur technigue for non-violent social
change and to this day his guiding
light remains a bright beacon of hope
for freedam and justice loving people
of every nazion™

“Timlay we appropriately commemo
rate Mahaima Ihi's remarkahle
life and legacy of service as well as his
creatve rlnvln!:mv‘ I non violener,
both as a philosaply and a method for
achieving feedom and sell determi
nation for lndia. As we celebirae b
histaric contributions and the burming
urgency of his sl vibrant message for
humnaniy, our challenge i o enealaze
ki spirit and fallew his teachings. with
this faich and this commizmens, we wll
be ahle tn rreate a2 world whew all
humankind can live wgrether in free

dom, justice, wlerance, and peare,” he
aid

Speaking on the occa
General of India (CGI) in Atlanm Dr
Swali Rulkarmi said celelwating 150th
birth anniversary i very important for
w. We e also celebrating the birth
day of Lal Bahadur Shasiri and
Kastuiha. Further the CGI informed
tha: we are alio celebrating this year
Wzh birth anniversary of Dr. King,
Bch anniversary of Dr. King's visit i
Incliz and 5%0th hirth anniversary of
Curu Nanakdew We celebrae thew
mile stones with a purpose an they
reomind us about their ||vﬁ abwut
their tearhings and princi
never die, They live fosever, That's
why we assemble. She told audience
celebradng weat lives like Gandhi
wives courage [or w o work lurd and
fare the challenzes in lfe. She further
sad cach and every part of Indian
experience he iz a domestie policy, for-
rign policy, developmen:. diplomasy,
smart villages, Global village every-
where we wall linel Ganedlii's inlluence.

n, Conul

All prograuns initiaced by Goverminent
of India have somehow or other
Gandhian iple are involved in i
CGI sogli the cummamty’s support
in the passing of the Lill, "Gandhi
King Scholarly Exchange Program™
mzroduced by the Congressman from
Geargia Rep. John Lewis. He intro-
duced a bill that authorizes the
Secreary of State to initiaze a Gandhi-
Kmng Scholarly Exchange rogram
tha: will foster the ideals of nonvie
lenee amel peaceful spcial ranslorma-
don, CGH informed that passing ol this
Lill in US Comgress help us making
wat gty peaphe aware of peace and
Nonsiulence.

Daesides pational anthems of Tndia
and United states, Bavarite bhajans of
Mabatnm Gandhi and pazriotic songs,
a marvelous and unique play “Gandhi
o Mahatma" was presented on the
occasian, The play presented various
aspecs of Gandhi's life, inclusive of
his philosophy. Satvagraha, celibacy.
Swardeshi mewvemen: religion beliefs,

respeet lor another even in the midst
of adverity eic,

Earlies Antony Thaliath, executive
i]'lll.'n.u-l of GFUSA welcomed the
critig, Subash Razdan, chalrman
uI Gandhi foundation conducted the
proceedings of the celebration, 160th
Birth  Anniversary celebrations of
Maharma Gandhi in Atlanza conclud-
ed with cake cuning followed by sump-
mrnss dinner.
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