COMMUNITY

Atlanta community celehrates 2nd International Yoga Day with enthusiasm

By Ravl R. PONANGD
Adlanta, GA: Thanks ro sunny
weather, hundreds of yoga
enthnsiasts and visiters [rom
all over Sputh-East thronged
the HMammond Park, Sandy
Springs, CGeorgia, on June 2
ro  celebrate  the Second
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DV Singh,  Consul of India
i Arlanta: Louise Blais,
Consal General of Canada in
Aflanta, Councilman Gabriel
Sterling from  the City of
Sandy Springs, and
Dwarlalalji Maharajshree of
Gokul Dham lighted a tradi-
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International Yoga Day with
enthusiasm.

ing together with vari-
o0uas yﬂgﬂ J]l({ L’Dmm'.]nity
orgarizations in Ceorgia, the
Comsulate General of India in
Arlanra organized the celebra-
ton of the day in Atlania as
well as in other seven terrifo-
rics in the jurisdiction of the
Consulate. Members ol the
Tndian community. members
of other communities, diplo-
matic corps as well as students
Jjoined the event

Left: Partorpands performing Surpe Namashar

tional lamp and  declared
open  the celebravon in
Atlanta.

DV Singh extended a warm
welcome and =aid thar since
the adoption of @ resolution
by the United Mations last
year declaring June 21 as
the “Tnternational Day of
Yoga,” a new “Yoga Era” has
dawned on and yoga has
now become a mass move-
ment. Over 300 million peo-
ple practice yoga worldwide,
inchyeling around 100 million

it India and 30 nullion in
the United States. e arged
the participants to join hands
to spread the message of
peace, harmony and under-
stanling among commuprities.
He cxpressed his gratitide
to the city of Sandy Springs

and the organizations that col-
laborated with the Consulate
to celebrate the day Te
thanked all the dignitaries,
participating organizations,
comrmunity members and pat-
ticipantz fpr celebrating the
event

Tn her opening remarks,
Louise Blais < “T am
pleased to he here today rep-
resenting Canada. T am prac-
ticing yoga lor several years. T
am in the middle of yoga
teacher training.” She urged

the gathernng to practice non-
violence to change the world

Later she joined hundreds of

others in the demonstration
of voga posnmes.
While: conveying greetings on

behalf of the Mayor of City of

Sandly Springs, Councilman

+ Langre Sz, Conawd CGeneral of Canada i ddantz, Gehtg a lamp, Others seen in the phato ave L0V Singh, Gabricl Sterling and
Muherafihres. Righls Sadends of Nvifye Nadye Kofo Blicrali presendiig o donce numnder,

Gahriel Sterling spoke abot
facilities available in Sandy
Springs and welcomed the
community members o make
nze ol thern.

He conveyed ks hest
wizhes  and assured them
of all support from  the
City o Sandy Springs lor
furare  cvents.  Dwarkalalji

Maharajshree of Gokul Dham
explained the salient features
ol yoga citing several verses
from scriprares

The progeams  inchided

Indian classical dances by
stelents ol Nritya Natya Kala
Bharati, together with Asgnas

(yoga postures), Surya
Wamaskar anc music.

Tech Mahinera, Orazis
(AT&T), TACA, Sofipath,

YesM Systems, Global Mall,

Sirmsam 1.1, Crandhi
Foundation and TAF spon-
sorect the celebration  in
Atlant
Sewa intermational, TISS,
Bijal Doski, Tsha Foundation.
Art ol Tiving, Atlanta Vedic
Temple, Gayatri Parivar and
several individuals pur oup
their booths. More than 100
volunteers  pur enormons
ctforis w make rhis program a
grand suecess. Abhay Joshi of
Art of Living and Racha Kim
emeeed the celehrarion.

Gandhi Foundation celebrates 240th Independence Day of USA

By RAvI R. PONANGI
Atlanta, GA: The Gandhi
Toundartion of TUSA (GTUSA)
celebrated the 240h
Independence Day of United
Stttes of Amenies with pairiot-
ic fervor in front of the
statie of  Mahatma
Gandhi at Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr National
Higtoric Sire, here on

July 4.
Chiet  guest Swami
Adbyatmana L presi-

dent of the Sivananda
Ashrani, Ahmedabad,
kicked oft the celebra-
tion by  rendering
Bapuji's lavorite song
Waighaang, fonaio.  'Then
dlgnilaries present,
DV Sing from the

India in Atlanta, Greg
Pridgeon, lormer public offi-
cral of City of Atlaniz, Swani

Adhyatmanandaji and Swami
Yandharoemandap from
India paid rich tributes to

Malwtme Gandli an his stz
ue, and forefathers of
Americs,  who have given
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their lives for the freedom of
the conniry.

Addressing an  impressive
gathering st the Mahatma
Gandhi statue. Swami
Adhyatmamndan sai:

now you are enjoying the
fruits of that effort; you have
lireworks, parades, barbecnes,
carnivals, fuirs, picnics, con-
certs, baseball games, family
roeunions, @rd colorful cloths,

B

anied ¢

are celebrating the July 4th
taday, we miust look Back 1o
1476, when in Philadelphia,
Ferpuson drafled a leter 1o
the King of the Brimin seek-
ing indepern e the
country, He was aware of the
fact that it was difficali. Bt

eenrs of fudy ¥ el

but don't lorget
Lors, who had ficed ther
lives for our freedom. We
musk salute them.
are standing at the feet of
Mahatms Gandhi and ar the
doorstep of the Dr. Martin

Lither King Jr. historics! site

our ances-

Here we

These great leaders stood
for  wonviolence,  purity,
character, and unity. While
we Tejoice  the froils of
freedom, we should
nol forgel the sseri-

ol Gandha Sl Raght: Swot Adhyatmanands ond Suovs
Consulate General of Yatidhormonands garlanding the Mohstms Gandhi stotue. Aso seen are Consud DV Singh and Greg Pridgeon.

lices of these leaders.”

Swamn ¥al armiananda),
D.V. Singh, Greg Pridgeon,
Prot.  Uma  Mujmdar, @
researcher  on  Mahatma
Gandhi, addressed the gath-
ering,

Dignitaries and attendees

participated in a peace
walk  from  the  Mahatma
Gandhi stame to King Crypis
ard paid homage there

Earlier. Antony Thaliath,
excoylive dircclor of GFLISA,

welcomed  the  gathering.
Subish Ruzdan proposed 2
vote of thanks. The event
eided  with rendering of
both American and Indian
National Anthems.




